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clear that Russia would not yield to diplomatic pressure they abandoned Poland, as on so many previous occasions, to her unhappy fate. The principal consequence of this inglorious diplomatic episode was the further estrangement of Russia from France and England and the paving of the way for the Russo-Prussian alliance which was to dominate the European scene for thirty years. Of lesser moment, but nevertheless important, was the severance of diplomatic relations between Russia and the Holy See. Incensed by the Holy Father's denunciations of the persecution of Catholics in Poland, St. Petersburg, in the late spring of 1864, recalled its ambassador to Rome. An exceptionally violent altercation of the Russian charge d'affaires. Baron F. K Meyendorff, with Pope Pius (December, 1865) led to the break in diplomatic relations and was followed by the abrogation of the concordat (imperial decree of November 27, 1866).
INTERVENTION IN GREECE AND RUMANIA
In spite of the tension produced by the Anglo-French diplomatic intervention of 1863, Russia, Great Britain, and France succeeded in coordinating their action in Greece, which since its establishment as an independent state was under the joint "protection" of the three Powers. Agreement on a common policy in Greece was at times difficult to achieve. King Otto feared the expansion of Russian influence in the Balkans; his consort, the former Princess Amalia of Oldenburg, however, took pride in her connection with the reigning family of Russia and became eventually the guiding spirit of the Orthodox party,, which desired to put on the Greek throne an Orthodox sovereign, a proposal that commended itself to St. Petersburg. The Crimean War was regarded in Athens as an opportunity for the aggrandizement of the Hellenic kingdom, and even as a chance for the ejection of the Turks from Europe and for the restoration of the Byzantine empire. Greek attempts at organizing uprisings of Christian populations under the Turkish rule, however, were nipped in the bud by the occupation, in May, 1854, of the Piraeus by the French and English troops, which were not withdrawn until February, 1857. In the meantime the government of King Otto, heavily in debt to the Protecting Powers and incapable of cooperating with liberal opinion, which became particularly restless with the success of the liberation movement in Italy, was drifting towards its doom. In October, 1862, a revolution forced the king and the queen td 'flee from Greece on board a British warship.